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buildings and equipment used in Sterile Services
Departments (SSDs) needed refurbishment
or replacement. Significant investment has
beenallocated for upgrading decontamination
facilities and for purchasing additional surgical
instruments and tracking systems to facilitate
centralisation of instrument processing from
clinical areas to SSDs.The Healthcare Commission,
who are responsible for reviewing complaints
about the NHS, was one of the drivers to advise
many hospitals to reduce death and illness
from healthcare-associated infections (HCAIs)
whilst improving the experience of patients in
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of many hospitals so that equipment could be
sanitised and returned in the shortest amount
of time. Additionally, the quantity of the stock of
devices requiring processing must be factored
in to ensure that no hospitals were without
equipment. As some NHS hospitals begin to
develop centralise decontamination services
(CDS), Nuffield Hospital, the largest network
of charitable, independent hospitals in the UK,
started strategically placing CDS around the
country within key radius of its hospitals.

Nuffield implemented a surgical instrument
tracking and management system and revised
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emphasis on liaison and co-ordination. The
development is a real success story, not only
has cfes been able to build practical and high
quality buildings but all the work has been within
budget and on schedule.” For more information
about centralised decontamination services and
all related construction and building work please
call 01420 22622 or visit www.cfes.co.uk
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